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April 27,2011

Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 l2th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Dortch:

We would like to take this opportunity to participate in the Federal Communications
Commission WT I 1-6 docket allowing public comments on the proposed acquisition by AT&T
of T-Mobile. We wish to include the following comment from the United States Distance
Learning Association indicating our support of the deal.

We appreciate you taking the time to include our comments on the docket.

The United States Distance Learning Association

CC: Chairman Julius Genachowski
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
Rick Kaplarq chief counsel and senior Legal Advisor
John Giusti, Chief of Staff and Legal Advisor for Wireless, Public Safety and
International
Angela E. Giancarlo, Chief of Staff & Senior Legal Advisor, Wireless & International
Louis Peraettz" Legal Advisor, Wireless, International, and Public Safety
Charles Mathias, Senior Legal Advisor, Wireless, International and Pubiir Suf.ty Issues

8 Winter Stneet, Suite 5OB . Boston, MA O21O8-47O5
Telephone: 8OO. 275.51 62 Fax: 6 17 .399.1771

Website: www. usdla.ong

ohn G. Flores, Ph.D.
Executive Director



United States Distance Learning Association
Statement on AT&T and T-Mobile Transaction
BOSTON, March 21,2011 /PRNewswirei -- Yesterday, AT&T lnc. and Deutsche Telekom announced AT&T will be

purchasing T-Mobile USA for $39 bil l ion, broken down into $25 bil l ion in cash and $14 bil l ion in stock. Under the

agreement, Deutsche Telekom will receive approximately B% ownership of AT&T and will have one of its

representatives join the AT&T Board of Directors. This is a transaction with fair price and reasonable non-monetary

terms.

Perhaps most importantly, AT&T will be able to commit to an expanded 4G LTE deployment, covering 95% of the

U.S. population, which tops earlier projected capabilities of B0%. The optimization available over 4G LTE networks

allows voice, data, and wireless broadband to travel at speeds up to 10x faster than traditional networks, which is

crucial to maximize distance learning capabil it ies.

This transaction wil l also ensure an a additional 46.5 mill ion Americans and 1.2 mill ion square miles are receiving

access to wireless broadband technologies, connecting a larger population of potential distance learners to the

benefits e-learning affords, from increased access to a diverse set of schools, textbooks, and programs to other

connected students, all from the comfort and convenience of their mobile phone.

This transaction will enable more Americans to realize the benefits of distance learning through wireless devices,

mobile apps, and other related educational tools and promises to further the cause of the USDLA and help us to

accomplish our mission.

About IJSDLA:

The United Sfafes Distance Learning Associafion is a non-profit organization formed in 1987 and is located in Boston,

Massachuseffs. USDLA promotes the developntent and application of distance leanting for education and training

and serves fhe needs of the distance leaming community by providing advocacy, information, netwarking and

opportunity. Distance education and training constituencies served include pre-k-12 educatian, higher and continuing

education, home schooling, as wellas business, corporate, military, government, and telehealth markets.


